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strides towards the affection of Lismahago, who cannot
be said to have met her half way, though he does not
seem altogether insensible to her civilities. She in-
sinuated more than once how happy we should be to
have his company through that part of Scotland which
we proposed to visit, till at length he plainly told us
that his road was totally different from that which we
intended to take; that, for his part, his company would
be of very little service to us in our progress, as he was
utterly unacquainted with the country, which he had left
in his early youth; consequently, he could neither direct
us in our inquiries, nor introduce us to any family of
distinction. He said he was stimulated by an irresistible
impulse to revisit the paternus lar, or patria domus,
though he expected little satisfaction, inasmuch as he
understood that his nephew, the present possessor, was
but ill qualified to support the honour of the family.
He assured us, however, as we design to return by
the west road, that he will watch our motions, and
endeavour to pay his respects to us at Dumfries, Accord-
ingly he took his leave of us at a place half way betwixt
Morpeth and Alnwick, and pranced away in great state,
mounted on a tall, meagre, raw-boned, shambling grey
gelding, without e'er a tooth in his head, the very
counterpart of the rider; and, indeed, the appearance
of the two was so picturesque that I would give twenty
guineas to have them tolerably presented on canvas.
Northumberland is a fine county, extending to the
Tweed, which is a pleasant pastoral stream; but you
will be surprised when I tell you that the English side
of that river is neither so well cultivated nor so populous